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Newark Symphony Hall Re-/magined 
Preservation Conference 
Saturday - May 16, 2009 

8:00am — 5:00pm 


AGENDA 
|. Registration and Refreshments 8:00am - 9:00am Lobby 
II. Multi-Media Presentation Lobby 
Prelude: Garden State Theatre Organ Society: Ralph Ringstad, Jr., Organist SVCH 
Ill. Welcome 9:00am - 9:10am SVCH 


J. Barry Washington, Chairperson, Newark Performing Arts Corporation 
Mary Puryear, Program Officer, Prudential Foundation 


Performance — Cicely Tyson School Jazz Band, East Orange 9:10am — 9:15am SVCH 


IV. Presentors 
a. Lawrence P. Goldman 9:15am — 9:45am SVCH 


President & CEO, New Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) 
"Concert Halls: Bigger Than the Music" 
b. GuySterling 9:45am - 10:15am SVCH 
Feature Writer (Retired), The Star Ledger 
"An Artistic Perspective" 
c. Clement Alexander Price 10:15am — 10:45am SVCH 
Professor of History, Rutgers University, Newark 
“Newark Symphony Hall in Newark's Social History" 


Welcome 
Hon. Cory A. Booker, Mayor, City of Newark 10:45am - 11:00am SVCH 


V. Break 11:00am — 11:20am Lobby 


VI. 


VII. 


VIII. 


XI. 


XII. 


Newark Symphony Hall Re-Imagined 11:20am — 12:00pm 
a. David V. Abramson Chair, Newark Landmarks & Historic 
Preservation Commission 
b. Joe Levine Principal, Bone Levine Architects 
C. Rick Statz Principal, Conrad Schmitt Studios, Inc. 
Lunch Catered by: Panera Bread 12:00pm - 1:00pm 


Performance - Newark Boys Chorus School - Apprentice Chorus 
Presentation - School of the Garden State Ballet 


Tours (Virtual) 1:00pm — 1:30pm 
a. Newark Symphony Hall 
i Bill Lombardi, Engineer 
b. Lihcoln Park Coast Cultural District 
Baye Adofo-Wilson, Executive Director 


Facilitated Discussion Groups 1:30pm - 2:45pm 
a. Identifying Newark Symphony Hall's Audience 
Rob Provost, Director of Marketing, The Star Ledger 
b. Defining a Programming Niche for Newark Symphony Hall 
Leon Denmark, Producer 
c. Renovation Plans 
George E. Jones, Principal, Johnson Jones Architects-Planners, Inc. 
d. Preserving Newark Symphony Hall 
Joe Levine, Principal, Bone Levine Architects 


Discussion Group Reports 2:45pm - 3:15pm 
Celeste Bateman, President, Celeste Bateman Associates 
Linwood Oglesby, Director, Newark Arts Council 
Wilson Woodridge, AIA 
Rebecca Doggett 


Closing Remarks — 
Hon. Mildred C. Crump, President, Newark Municipal Council 3:15pm - 3:30pm 


Reception — Catered by: NJPAC Theater Square Grill 3:30pm - 5:00pm 
Performance — University High School - Phoenix Jazz Ensemble, Newark 


Photographers: 
Howard Fulcher 


Herman Velez and Students from the Samuel L. Berliner 
School of Personal Growth & Academic Development, Newark 


Newark Stage 


Terrace Ballroom 


Terrace Ballroom 


The Studio 
SVCH 
Terrace Ballroom 


Newark Stage 


SVCH 


SVCH 


Lobby 


Coordinated by: The Preservation Committee 


Sponsored by: 
The City of Newark, Prudential Foundation, PSE&G, The Star Ledger and RHB Group 
and 
The Friends of Newark Symphony Hall 


Sponsor 
Hon. Robert L. Bowser 


Organization 
Hon. Thomas P. Giblin 
Benjamin F. Jones 
PSE&G 


Family 
Dr. Marion A. Bolden 
Lathea & Morris Morlino 
Doris Moses 
Dr. Clement Alexander Price 
Ross S. Richards 
Hon. Cleopatra G. Tucker 


Individual 
Baye Adofo-Wilson 
Carlotta Blakely 
Cephas Bowles 
Goldie T. Burbage 
Louise Castronova 
Rodney L. Dickens 
Bettye Dickerson 
Veronica T. Gilbert 
Geraldine Harvey 
Byerte W. Johnson 
Dorthaan Kirk 
Paul Kopf 
Luisa Lopez 
Stacie J. Newton 
Lloyd Oxford 
Ed O'Hara 
Hon. Sheila Y. Oliver 
Robert C. Provost 
Adilah Quddus 
Rose M. Spears 
Bernadette Scott 
Hon. John Sowell 
Lincoln Turner 


Newark 
Symphony 
Hall 


Newark Symphony Hall: Re-Imagined Preservation Conference held on May 
16, 2009 attended by 278 Newark Leaders and community stakeholders 


Newark Symphony Hall, the legendary historic concert hall and social gathering 
place, enjoys a long and rich history as one of New Jersey's oldest and largest 
showcases for arts, education and entertainment programming. This multi- 
facility edifice was built by the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine in 1925 and was alternately known as "Salaam Temple" and "The 
Mosque", 


The Newark Performing Arts Corporation hosted a preservation conference on 
Saturday, May 16, 2009 to explore plans for the revitalization of Newark 
Symphony Hall. The Conference was attended by 278 Newark leaders and 
community stakeholders who came to gather additional insight and offer their 
views regarding the preservation and renovation of Newark Symphony Hall. 
Their presence at the conference signaled the respect for NSH's historical legacy 
and the deep and diverse support that exists for the renovation and 


preservation of this historic concert hall and cultural complex. 


At the conference information was shared about Newark Symphony Hall's 
historic importance highlighting its significance as a vital arts and social venue 
and promoting its plans to galvanize broad support for renovation and 
preservation of the physical structure and interior. 


Mr. Lawrence P. Goldman, President and CEO of NJPAC, delivered a 
presentation titled "Concert Halls: Bigger Than The Music". Dr. Clement 
Alexander Price, Professor of History at Rutgers/Newark, gave a presentation 
titled "Newark Symphony Hall in Newark's Social History". Mr. Guy Sterling, 
Feature Writer (Retired) for the Star Ledger, provided "An Artistic Perspective". 


The goal is to establish Newark Symphony Hall as a state-of-the-art community 
cultural center that hosts and presents the live performing arts and related 
educational and social programming for the culturally diverse population of the 
greater Newark area. A resurgent Newark Symphony Hall can also serve as a 
catalyst to help stimulate the economic growth and redevelopment of south 
Broad Street and the Lincoln Park Cultural District. 


Many distinguished professionals lent their expertise to the conference program 
and helped attendees to contextualize and understand why it is important for 
the broader community to exert its civic effort to revitalize this historic building 
and to devote greater resources to the Lincoln Park Cultural District. 


They included: David V. Abramson, Chair, Newark Landmarks & Historic 
Preservation Commission; Joe Levine, Principal, Bone Levine Architects, NYC; 
Rick Statz and Gunar Gruenke of the Conrad Schmitt Studios, New Berlin, WI; 
Robert C. Provost, Director of Marketing, The Star Ledger; Leon Denmark, 
Producer and former Vice President for Programming at NJPAC; George Jones, 
AIA, Principal, Johnson Jones Architects Planners, Princeton, NJ; Celeste 
Bateman, President, Nia Network; Linwood Oglesby, Executive Director, Newark 
Arts Council; Wilson Woodridge, AIA; Rebecca Doggett, Senior Fellow, NJ 
Institute for Social Justice; Al Bundy, President, Bundy Productions; Rodney 
Dickens, Vice President, PSE&G; Elvin Esteves, Esq., Counsel, Business and 
Commercial Litigation, Gibbons P.C..; and Maria Vizcarrondo, Director, Newark 


Department of Child and Family Well-Being. 


The preservation conference would not have been possible without the many 
volunteer hours provided by the Preservation Committee who were the planners 
and coordinators of the conference in cooperation with the staff and board 
members of the Newark Performing Arts Corporation, and the staff of the City 
of Newark - Office of Communications. 


Other supporters included: the Lincoln Park Coast Cultural District, School of 
the Garden State Ballet, Newark Boys Chorus School, Samuel L. Berliner 
School, University High School, Cicely Tyson High School for the Fine and 
Performing Arts, NJPAC Theater Square Grill, and Panera Bread. 


The Newark Symphony Hall: Re-Imagined preservation conference was 
sponsored by the City of Newark, Hon. Cory A. Booker, Mayor; Hon. Mildred C. 
Crump, Council President; and the members of the Municipal Council; the 
Prudential Foundation; PSE&G Foundation; The Star Ledger; RHB Group; Hon. 
Robert L. Bowser; and the Friends of Newark Symphony Hall. 


-end- 


Philip S. Thomas 
973-643-8467 
pthomas@newarksymphonyhall.org 


For more information on Newark Symphony Hall, please visit 
www.newarksymphonyhall.org. 
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Past and future come together at Symphony Hall 


ler this month, there was a 
gathering at Newark s historie 
Symphony Hall ihat reduced ar 

tistie types, philantaropists, historiens, 

lamers and residents, to start talking 
übout the restoration at the oid hall 

‘The estimated cost: S40 2102. 
Could Newark use thas money bz other 
fhings? Yes, but what wouid be the 
benesit ofadcing another large empty 
buiding to Broad Street? To tear it 
down to make another parking lot for 
Prudential Arena? 

Go to the Syniphony Hel website 
(srescnewerksyziphozshelt ore? and 
lick un "Mersnries Projet" to read a 
counts nf the events tbat took place ot 
the hall and wht the place has meant 
to generations. 

Tae ety owns Symphony Halt and re- 
centiy provided $1.5 milion to stop the 
offrons leaking terveats, repinee dans 
that kt in the westherand vamnints, 
‘and being exis signs and other necessi 
esup to eode. There s stil much to be 
done to a spare that has been negieeted 
dor years. with strong Llatsthattbe. 

Sé nillion figure ison the low side, 

Nesazkcemayor, Cory Rooker, has prov: 

en ability as a money raiser tor political 

purposes. He sas put that talent to 
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use for this cause: 

Any plan to bring back Symphony 
Hill shouid be past ofa cranprehen 
sive plan to revitalize the south end ot 
downtown. Residences, restaurants 
and shopsaze needed to being fe to 
the streets and generate some taxes 
sud resenu forthe city. We need same 
urban synergy 

"The elemeptskohelp do that sc- 
cesstuly exist in nearby Lineein Park, 
Igea Park has beca designated 
as the city's “arts district,” which is 
jegitinate you count Symphony Halt 
and ie neighbos the Newark Boss 
Chorus anc School, on Broad Street, 
the Newark School tor the Arts on the 
sou side of Lincoln Fark and tue Ct; 
Without Wells Galery on Cravwtort 
Street. behind the other dde of Lincoln 
Pask — it's ak ern afl up forthe kind 
af egpenenes that ran daw vistors, 

New condosare gaingup in the cs, 
but Lincoln Paskis known for Hs ld 
ietorn-era homes ot stone and drick, 
There are still some wreeks and vacant 
docs, Many ofthe buidinas were rescued 
decades agn by two drug programs 
Totepty House and CURA, to prs 
Yide treatment programs and halfway 
esses Wlhont those peogmaens, Lin 


son Park woul bea 
ue rubs 
Cement Priee, 
protessor of stc 
and director ofthe 
RutrersTosttute on 
Ethnicity, utar, 
and his wte Mary 
Sue Sweens-Priee, 
Joan exorto director ot 
Whitlow the Newark Museum, 
‘were eariy residential 
pioneers. Price sod friends toid him he 
was out of his mind for moving iito a 
old stone home at a time when 
Lies Park was still more derelict 
thon delit. ince then, tae Dryden 
House next door, named i o Pruden 
tat founder vao once owned t, nas 
been restored, wita maybe coiumns, 
graceful staircases aad ad the fixings 
That remind us thet Nvack was on» 
hame topropie whawere as riea as 
i people eot. 
‘The Cclleanfapartnenk bulding is 


vaer of the place to something worse 

hon jal sine in the emmbiag build 
sn, Now the place is drawing à macilly 
diverse nis of tenas. One of hent, 


Jarnes Godiey, drives the City Subway 
for NJ Transit. He said hensed to Ive 
20th Street in Newark, which he 
called “Lebenca? beeause of the shoot- 
ings Te is happy ase clam on quieter 
Lineom Park, except for the constent 
semamable to ind perking on the street, 

‘asked tim abcat sameting Thad 
Jon — ttie mu teztogs that for the 
greater gand, and some ties rafit, the 
drag programs should move put and 
make room for esdeniiat housing and 
‘ofhces. You know, gentrifeatian, 

Godiey said he nad noprottem sith 
the drug programs, whose residents 
sweep the sidewalks and clean the park. 
‘They wre nl indoors hy nirhted he 
said, adding ne would rather have drug 
programs thon the drug dealers in mis 
‘id neighborhood. 

Linenim Park also home to the 
Brick City Urban Farms, at Weshengton. 
snd Spruce, which has devoted a good 
portion ofa city block te farming i 
containers and seling what is grown. At 
DelVeorhio explained how everything 
is grown in containers thet come bom 
Pennsylvania wiih special watering 
systems and euveriags to keep out the 
‘weeds, Del\bochio isan ex-eddiet tom 
Tuiesri House. He vaunteered at the 


armas partot his therapy md aow 
works there. He is iving pronf ofthe 
need for the drug programsand their 
benetit 

Taisa met john A Tayior founder 
and CEO uf the farm. aad the mayor's 
aditbrother. 1 asked Tayiorabout those 
boxes tom Pensstvania Why cant we 
make something ise that here in New- 
‘2k? imagined people working vvar in. 
one of those empty buildings near S; 

hony He, assemting the packages 

gad shippiag them around the werid 
‘through Port Newark, Taylor sald there 
already have been discussions about. 
doing just that between the Zum people 
and the box people. Great 

History must be respected. The 
funr must be served. Newark nas not 
wigs dene a good job of eb her when 
it made dectsons about restoring or 
destroying the cid and ouilding the new. 
Figuring out how to secompilsh both 
spas is the kev ta restorinr ts es 
whether the percert is Symphony Hal, 
or Lincoln Park, or Bergen Bizeet or 
Bout Orage Avenue. 

pow 

Joa Whi tne is Star-Ledger coturi 
nist, terested joing the cmveraa- 
Hon? Vis voices con. 
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